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" If Your Majesty desires to attach to yourself a faith-
ful ally of inviolable constancy, this is the time: our in-
terests, our religion, our blood is the same, and it would
be sad to see ourselves acting against each other: it
would be still more grievous to oblige me to concur in
the great plans of France, which I intend to do only if I
am compelled."

The question of alliances was still unsettled on
February iQth, when Frederick again left Berlin
for the scene of war. Prussia might be doomed
to act alone ; her safety lay in her own right hand.
New armies were set on foot, but a skirmish at
Baumgarten, in which he narrowly escaped capture,
proved to Frederick that the Austrians were mov-
ing and that his own troops were not all that
could be desired. Nor was the Prussian strategy
above criticism. The Old Dessauer, the father of
the army, held up his hands in horror at the disposi-
tions of Schwerin. Weak detachments were can-
toned everywhere and the mountain-passes not
secured, although Neisse, Brieg, and Glogau were
still Austrian, and the Prussians would be at the
mercy of an army entering Silesia from the Bohe-
mian side.

But soon the King's spirits, which had been de-
pressed by the danger of a European coalition
against him, were raised and the military situation
greatly improved by a brilliant feat of the Young
Dessauer. Glogau, Frederick had been pleased to
decree, must be taken. At midnight on March 8th-
9th, therefore, a combined assault was made with
that perfect organisation and cool courage which